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New Impetus for Blockade
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! WASHINGTON—Ranol's cold-

centers near Hanol and llm-

H!Q'!I!DDST

'blooded threat to put captured
- American pilots on trial as war
_{crlminals is glving new life to

" |a U.S, military proposal for a

_naval blockade of North Viet
- Nam.

i 8upported by a powertul group
fn Congress, the Joint Chiefs of
. Stafl are urging President John-
“son to use this powerful weapon
as- 4 countermeasure to meet
this new Communist effort atf
_blackmail,

In a series of backstage meot-
,inps at the White House, they
‘nre telling the President that a

,drum-tight blockade wlil strike

'at the source of this threat by
. culting off the flow of Russian-
‘made antl-ajrcraft guns, ammu-

_nition, and missiles into North

' Yiet Nam,

Without a steady supply of re-
'placement parts and ammunition|'
for- these Soviet anti - aircrait
gung and fucl to run the radar

generators, these military advis-
.ers gay, the North Vietnamese
:alr defenses will begin to fall
capart, greatly reducing the
. chances of U.S. pilots being shot
.dowm and captured,

. HEAVY PRESSURE
In presenting their case for

‘&t ronp countermeasures, the|,

i Joint Chicls of Staff are stress-
| ing that a naval blockade would
‘I put heavy economic pressure on
the, shaky Hanol regime, since
nearly 60 per cent of all North
| Vietnamese [mports coine by

. peR,

It Is these military advisers’
-estimata that a six to elght
months quarantine of North Viet
~Nam could bring Ho Chi Minh
to icrms or soften up his Red
{ government sufficiently so jt
i could later be toppled by salura-

n ﬁ,‘ii‘m‘é‘é’{}.‘,’if 8&1‘“%&#[%

phong.

Since the start of U.S. raids
on North Viet Nam, these strate-

In reply to these congressional
and mllitary advisers, President
Johnson is taking the position

gic targets have been offllmits
{or U.S. bombers.

HITTING ENEMY

Several of the lawmakers
backing the blockade proposal
of the Joint' Chicfs of Staff are
aceking even tougher action, In-
jcluding economic pressure di-
rectly on Moscow.

Sen., Thomas Dodd, D-Conn.,
vice<chairman of the Senate in:
ternal  security = subcommittee
and a frequent visitor at the
White House, wants the Presi-
dent to bar all trade and sales
of U5, farm commodities to
Russia untl]l the present Soviet
leaders agree to end arms ship-
ments to the North Vietnamese,

With backing from Speaker
John McCormack, D-Mass., and
Rep, Michael Feighan, DOhio,
Sen, Dodd Is urging the Presi-
dent to use the same tactics on
Russia that the State Depart-
'menf. employed against Indla
and Pakistan to force their
cease-fire,

He points out that the declsive
factor in bringing about a cease-
fire between those .two non-
Communist nations was the
threat of stopping economic as-
qlalnnce. Including U.S. food,
'statings

| SAME TACTICS

' “There is no doubt that it was|;
out econioniic pressure on Paki-

stan and Indla that brought at|

lcast a temporary end to their
fighting. Why shouldn't we use

similar tactics to make the Rus-{
slana stop shipping arms to thel
North Vietnamese? We could cut
off all trade and bar all sales
ol surplus.wheat until the $

}E’,ﬁ{‘i‘eﬂ%ﬁﬁ% ﬁ"’%@u

thrat thele proposals must be
thoroughly studied by Secretary
of State Rusk and Presidential
Assistant McGeorpa Bun(ly be-
fore he can make a final deci-
sion.

Although he rejected similar
proposals In the past on the ad-
verse recommendation of Rusk
and Bundy, nelther the Joint
Chlefs of Staft nor the law-
makers are taking this latest
presidential move as an indica-
tion that he will do so agaln,

They are encouraged by re-
ports that the_ President now

U.S. airmen, In one instance,
he pounded his desk faylng:
“Something - drastic must be
done soon to bring those mad-
men in Hanol to their ‘senses,”

BATTLE REPORT

A very recent “situation re-
port” from Gen. William C.
Westmoreland, commander of
all US. !orces in Viet Nam,
lcould Influence the President's
(final decision }f It réaches his
Idesk,

Prepared for the Joint Chiefs
ol Staff, 1t recommends that a
.naval blockade be authorized to
‘cut off the prowing flow of Rus-
sian-made weapons into North
'Viet Nam by sea, Part of an
over-all program to increase the
-security of U.S, forces in South
IViet Nam, this report warns of
‘the North Vietnamese growing
capability to shoot down U, §,
planes both at high and low

St GLARPPIE R4

ear tbataeach Sovlet woapon

"[that reaches North Viet Nam,|

regardless of whether it is an
antl-aircraft gun or a sniper's
rifle, will be used to kill U.S, ot}
South _Vietnamese soldiers.

The Westmoreland report car-
ries a blunt reminder that the
denial of these arms to the
North Vietnamese at their port
of entry will not only save Amer-
jcan and South Vietnamese lives
but might well turn the tide of
batle.

The next move Is up to Presl-
dent Johnson,

goes out of his way to tell White| h
House callers of his deep con-|
icern for the' fate of captured|’

The boxed
portion of this

article did not

appear in the

7 October issue
- of the NORTHERN
. VIRGINIA SUN,
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